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Abstract: Port Harcourt, one of Nigeria’s major cities has been experiencing rapid urbamzation (of the order of
5% per ammum on the average) since its founding by the British in 1913, The process of urbanisation is
engulfing and transforming the way of life of the indigenous enclaves, which predate the founding of the city.
This study has examined the impact of urbanization and its correlates on the socio-economic and socio-cultural
aspects of life of the indigenes both subjectively (by questioning a probability sample of the indigenes) and
objectively (from the judgment of experts using a state-of-the-art impact assessment methodology). The study
found that while about one half of the respondents were pleased with urbanization, a little over one third were
displeased with it. Reasons for pleasure mcluded: development of the area, mfrastructure development and
unprovement in aesthetics, while displeasure stemmed from mcrease in crime rate, destruction of traditional
livelihoods, erosion of cultural values, among others. The study concluded that uwrbanization has indeed had
both positive and negative impacts on the indigenous population and that there was reasonable agreement
between subjective and objective impacts of urbanization. Fmally, recommendations have been proffered to
mitigate serious negative impacts including positive discrimination/affirmative action to help indigenes compete

favourably with the usually more aggressive and better-equipped in-migrants.
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INTRODUCTION

Port Harcourt is located in south-eastern Nigeria,
some 40 km up the mouth of the Bonny River (Fig. 1). The
present discussion refers to Port Harcourt municipality,
which comprises 20 political wards (Fig. 2) and its
component indigencus enclaves.

Both in the regional and national contexts, Port
Harcourt has remained an important city since its
founding because of its position as a port (the second
most important in the country) and as one of the only two
railway termimi m southern Nigeria. In recent times,
however, its inportance has taken on added dimensions;
for instance, the city has become the headquarters of the
oil and gas industry in the country as well as the
commercial, educational, political and admimstrative nerve
centre of Rivers State, one of Nigeria’s 36 states.

Urbanisation in port harcourt: Port Harcourt was
established as from November, 1913 because its site met
the location requirements for a railway port-terminus set
by British colonial surveyors, “deep water near high
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Fig. 1: Port harcourt in relation to Nigeria

ground, which shall he connected with the mainland
(Anyanwu, 1979). The Bntish colonial government needed
a raillway connection to evacuate the rich produce of
south-eastern Nigeria and coal, discovered at Enugu
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Fig. 2: Port harcourt mumcipality showing the 20 wards

Table 1: Population Changes in Port Harcourt from 1953-1991

Year Total population Period Percentage change
1953 79,634 1953-1963 125.5
1963 179,563 1963-1973 29.0
1970 213,443 1963-1970 18.9
1973 231,632 1970-1973 85
1991 440, 399 1973-1991 90.1

Ngwo in 1912. By 1914, a total of 7,403 labourers were
engaged in railway construction work at Port Harcourt
and along the line. By 1946, the town had attained an
estimated population of 34,000 (Anyanwu, 1979).
According to the 1952-53 population census of Nigeria,
the town’s population was 79,634. The 1963 national
census population was 179,563, while the 1970 and 1973
populations were estimated to be 213,443 and 231,632,
respectively.

The 1991 national population census put the
population of the city at 440,399 persons. Table 1 shows
the population changes from 1953-1991. The percentage
change of 90.1% between 1973 and 1991 represents an
average annual growth rate of 5%. In 2006, a national
population census was carried out but the results are
fraught with controversy. To obtain an msight mto the
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2009 population of the city, we prefer to project from the
less contentious 1991 census figure. Assuming linear
growth and an average annual growth rate of 5.8% (as
established by the Nigerian National Population
Commission) the 2009 population of Port Harcowt is
projected to be 900,176 persons.

The integral components of urbanisation (spatial
growth) over the years have included: Laying out, by
February, 1916 of the European town and also the native
town there was such segregation from the onset;
Establishment of the Port Harcourt Planning Authority by
December 1946 with an area of jurisdiction of some
25 square miles (about 6,475 ha).

Introduction by the Planning Authority, between 1947
and 1955, of over a dozen planning schemes for the
development of the areas occupied by the southern half
of the Port Harcourt peninsula, the Diobu villages and the
southern suburb, known as Mile 2 Diobu (Anyanwu,
1979) and Earmarking of land for the Trans-Amadi
Industrial Estate (1,000 ha) in (Israeli) Professor Elon’s
1959 Master Plan for the city. The full hst of layouts
pertinent to the municipality between 1946 and 1963 1s
given as:
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List of residential lay outs by the port harcourt planning authority (1947-1963)

Orders in Council 16 of 1947
29 of 1947

Council 29 of 1947
E. R Public Notice 14 of 1952
ER.LN. 247 of 1954
ERLN 83 of 1955
E.R.LN 83 of 1955
ERLN 83 of 1955

Area under the Port Harcourt-Obia Planning Authority Port Harcourt Creek Road. Faxtension Planning Area
Area described in the schedule to Port Harcourt Planning S cheme (Declaration of Planming Area) Order in

Port Harcourt (Creek Road Fore-shore Area) (Declaration of Planning Area) Order 1952
Area described in the schedule to the Port Harcourt (Redeclaration of Planning Area) 1954
Elechi Planning area. Port Harcourt

Wobo Planning Area, Port Harc ourt.

Orije Planning Area, Port Harcourt

ER.LN 32 of 1956 Recreation Ground Planning Area. Port Harcourt
ERLN320f 1956 Elechi Access Road Planning Area, Port Harcourt
ER.LNA47 of 1956 Oromineke Planning Area. Port Harcourt
ERLN 246 0f 1958 Ogbunabali Planning Area. Port Harcourt
ER.LN 292 of 1959 Obia (Number Two) Planning Area

Orders in Council 16 of 1948

17 of 1948 Port Harcourt Hospital Road Lay out 8cheme
E.R.LN 206 of 1955

E.R.L.N 282 0f 1955

ERLN 16 0of 1956 Port Harcourt Elechi Layout Planning Scheme
ER.LN27 of 1956 Port Harcourt. Orije Layout Planning Scheme
ERLN 28 of 1956 Port Harcourt Creek road Foreshore Planming Scheme
ER.LN 2% of 1956 Wobo Layout Planning Scheme

ERLN103of 1956
ER.LN 231 of 1956

Elechi Light Industries Planning Scheme
Orominieke Planning Scheme

Port Harcourt Ogbunabali West Layout Planning Scheme
Port Harcourt Obia Diobu Creek (West) Layout Planning Scheme

Diobu Government Residential Area Planning Schermne

ERLN 22001956 Port Harcourt Recreation Ground Planning Area
ER.LN2320f 1956 Port Harcourt. Ghorokiri Lay out Planning Scheme
ERLN 19 of 1959 Mile IT Diobu Planning Scheme

ER.LN 42 of 1960

ER.LN43 of 1960

ER.LN 205 of 1955 Port Harcourt Coronation Layout Planning Scheme
ERLN1720f1961

ER.LN37 of 1962

ERLN42of 1962 Port Harcourt Obia (No. 1) Layout Planning Scheme
ER.LN 39 of 1963

Oroworukwo Community Layout Planning S cherne

(Town and Country Planning Law, Cap 126 of the Laws of Eastern Nigeria, 1963)

Effects of urbanisation in Port Harcourt previous
research: Various academics and professionals have
examined the effects of urbanisation m Port Harcourt,
mcluding Eke (1979), who researched on environmental
pollution (noise, air, water and land), problems of the
residential environment (dwelling unit density, housing
quality, transportation, public utilities and general land
use planning aspects (Nwala et al., 1979, Izeogu, 1989).
Such research mirrored similarresearch in other Less
Developed Countries (LDCs), for example in India:
CSE (1989), Bogota (Colombia): Castaneda (1989},
Alexandria (Egypt): Hamza (1989), Bangkok (Thailand):
Phantumvanit and Liengeharensit (1989), Mexico City
(Mexico): Schteingart (1980); Manila (Philippines):
Jimenez and Velasquez (1989) and Montevideo
(Uruguay): Queijo ef al. (1989). One omission in the
researchs on Port Harcourt so far 1s the failure to examine
the effects of wbanisation on socio-cultural and
socio-economic aspects of life of the original inhabitants
of the area we now know as Port Harcourt. Worika (1979)
has stated that:

whatever anybody may say to the contrary, local
communities existed and carried on their affairs in
a fairly homogeneous set-up; the cultural pattern
and life was predommantly rivers
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He fuwther ruefully noted that regarding the
urbanisation process, the new settlement welcomed all
and sundry within its gates and took no cognisance of the
culture of the local mhabitants who were now surrcunded,
absorbed or displaced by the new settlers.

Focus of this investigation: This study intends to remedy,
to some extent, the observed deficiency m the past
works on Port Harcourt. It focuses, therefore, on the
socio-cultural  and impacts  of
urbanisation on the indigenous enclaves that are being
gradually but inexorably absorbed into the wrban fabric.
Such impacts have been assessed objectively (i.e., by
experts) and subjectively (ie., by the indigenes
themselves) with a view to recommending appropriate
policy measures to ameliorate serious (moderate and
major) adverse umpacts.

S0C10-€CONOMIG

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In order to obtan a socio-economic profile of the
indigenous  enclaves, this study utilised both
secondary and primary data sources. The former
comprised published and unpublished research including
government policy documents and records, the Master
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Table 2: The Political wards of port harcourt and their component communities/indigenous enclaves

Ward no. Narne of ward Component communities/indigenous enclaves Predominant ethnic/linguistic group
1 Oromerezimgbu Oromerezingbu

2 Oro-Ogbum Ogbum

3 Oroije Oroije Ikwerre
4 D/Line Oghum

5. Bundu area Bundu

6 Marine Base-Creek Road Area Sekinama Okrika
7 Borokiri Area BRorikiri

8 Runiukalagbo Rumukalagbo

9 Oroworukwo Oroworukwo

10 Nkpolu Oroworukwo (A) Orowortikwo

11 Rumuwoji (A) Abali

12 Rumuwoii (B) Abali

13 Rumuwaji (C) Abali

14 Rumukpalukwu Ozu Abali

15 Rumuagharawhere Rumuagharawhere Tkwerre
16 Rurmuchiweazu Abali

17 Rurmuobiekwe Rumuobiekwe

18 Nkpolu Oroworukwo (B) Oroworukwo

19 ElekahiaNkpogu Elekahia, Nkpogu

20 Abuloma/Amadiama Area Amadi-Ama, Ukukalama, Somiari-Ama, Okrika

Fimie-Ama, Ozuboko, Ishmael-Orupabo,
Abuloma, Okuku-Ama, Azuabie-Ama

Plan of Port Harcourt and two highly informative books
on Port Harcourt: The City of Port Harcourt and A Social
Survey of Port Harcourt (Ogionwo, 1979%a, b). Primary data
collection entailed direct observation (e.g., of housing
conditions), direct measurement (e.g., of distances
between houses) and the use of a largely pre-coded
questionnaire administered face-to-face to a probability
(stratified) sample of households. Sampling took certain
factors into account. For instance there are 22 indigenous
communities (enclaves) i Port Harcourt, distributed
among the twenty (20) political wards of the city. There
are 10 and 12 differently sized ndigenous enclaves, which
are predominantly Tkwerre-spealking and Olcrika-speaking,
respectively (Table 2). These two linguistic groups;
Ikwerre and Okrika-accounted for 59 and 22%,
respectively of the 1991 population of Port Harcourt (440,
399 persons). Linguistic grouping provided the basis for
stratification in the study. The multi-stage, stratified,
cluster, probability sampling approach, diagrammed in
Fig. 3 was adopted to select a combined sample of 351
households (out of a total of 774 in the selected political
wards). It is to be noted that non lkwerre or Okrikaa
speaking indigenes residing in each ward were not
mcluded in the study, as the target study group
comprised the original or indigenous households resident
in the area now known as Port Harcourt, prior to the
advent of the British.

Analytical techmques largely consisted of univariate
(single-variable) and bivariate (two-variable) statistical
methods. The former comprised standard summary
univariate statistics such as measures of central tendency
(mean, median, mode) and measures of dispersion
(standard deviation, variance, range), proportions,
percentages and ratios. The principal bivariate method

election of residentia
ildings {cluster of

election of household
head {or spouse)
as respondent

Fig. 3: The multi-stage sampling process

employed was the Chi-square test of mdependence, while
the measure of association reported was Cramer’s V,
whose values that range from 0-1, indicate the strength of
any established relationship (Blalock, 1979).

Subjective impact assessment: In order to obtain a
subjective assessment of the impacts of the urbanisation
process, household respondents were asked to state how
pleased or displeased they were with the process on
a 5-point Likert scale, ranging from Very displeased to
very pleased. Furthermore, respondents were asked to
freely express their opinions as to the impacts of
urbamsation on selected social environmental aspects or
sensitivities (Shell, 2003), such as social cohesion, local
economy, rent, culture, recreation, traditional governance,
building types, building density, total population, land
use pattern and privacy. The results were content
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Table 3: Interaction matrix-sources of effects (hazards) and social sensitivities

Social sensitivities

Social Local Building Building Land Traditional Land
Effects cohesion economy Recreation Culture type Population density use governance Privacy take
Presence of expatriates - 3 12 15 - - 22 28
BRuilding of railway - 4 - - 16 - - 23 - 29
Creation of port facilities - 5 10 - - - - 24 - - -
Tmprovement of infrastructure - - - - - - - 25 31
In-migration of non-locals 1 6 13 - 19 20 - - - -
Industrilisation - 7 - 17 - - - - - 32
Establishment of modern administration 2 8 - 14 - - - - - - -
Land take - 9 11 - - - - - - -

analysed, coded, converted to machine readable form
and subjected to computer analysis, using the routines
of the microcomputer-adapted Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences (SPSS).

Objective assessment: Objective 1mpact
assessment was carried out by adapting the Hazards and
Effects Management Process (HEMP) (Shell, 2005) which
followed the following steps:

impact

Specifying hazards and sensitivities: A hazard (source of
effect) has been defined as an aspect of the activities or
facilities of a project during all of its phases that has the
potential to cause harm to the environment, while a
sensitivity is a specific characteristic of the (social)
environment, which once disturbed, leads to the
disturbance of the stability or integrity of the environment
(Shell, 2005). In this study, the components of
urbanisation were treated as hazards or sources of effects
(Table 3).

The sensitivities were the same as those given
above that were also utilised for subjective impact
assessment.

Identifying impacts: To identify impacts, an interaction
matrix of hazards (on the y-axis) and sensitivities {on the
x-axis) was utilized (Table 3). The numbers in the matrix
identify mnteraction points, each of which yielded one or
more impacts.

Qualifying impacts: Each impact was qualified with
reference to the following attributes: (a) positive or
negative; (b) direct or mdirect; (¢) short term/temporary or
long-term/permanent; (d) reversible or irreversible; (e)
local and/or regional and/or national and/or global) and (f)
incremental/non-incremental.

Rating impacts: carried out with reference to the
probability/likelihood of their occurrence and their
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Table 4: Interaction matrix of receptor sensitivity and magnitude of change,
showing resultant effects

Magnitude of change
Receptor
sensitivity Low Medium High
Low Trivial effect Slight effect Substantial effect
Medium Slight effect Substantial effect  Big effect
High Substantial effect Big effect Massive effect
Shell, 2005

Table 5: Levels of effect and potential consequences
Level of effect

Potential consequence

Massive Extreme

Big Great
Substantial Considerable
Slight Little

Trivial Hardly any
Shell, 2005

consequence. Estimation of probability (likelihood) of
occurrence 1s a qualitative issue high probability (80-
100%) refers to a very likely or very frequent impact (e.g.,
continuous/hourly); medium high probability (60-79%)
refers to a likely or frequent impact (e.g., daily/weekly)
medium probability (40-59%) refers to possible or
occasional mmpact (e.g., monthly), medium low probability
(20-39%) refers to an unlikely impact (e.g., one that occurs
11 1-10 years) and low probability (1-19%) refers to a very
unlikely or rare impact (e.g., one that will take over
10 years to occur).

The potential consequence of an impact depends on two
things: The magnitude of the potential change to the
(social) environment caused by a hazard and the level of
sensitivity of the receiving (social) environment. The
interaction between the magnitude of change and receptor
sensitivity will yield a level of effect as shown in Table 4.
Levels of effect translate to potential consequences as
shown in Table 5.

The potential consequences of social impacts can be
described in the following manner:

Hardly any: A trivial effect on the social environment, i.e.,
one which causes almost no nuisance or damage in the
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Potential consequence

Negative

Level Hardly any Little Considerable Great Extreme
High Moderate Moderate Major Major Major
Medium high Minor Moderate Moderate Major Major
Medium Minor Minor Moderate Moderate Major
Medium low Negligible Minor Minor Moderate Moderate
Low Negligible Negligible Minor Minor Moderate
(8hell, 2005)

community; the local culture and lifestyle as well as the
socltal nfrastructure are somewhat negatively affected but
the effect is only temporary.

Little: A slight effect on the social environment, which
causes temporary changes in the way of life of the
community; the local culture and societal structure are
negatively affected

Great: A big effect on the social environment 1s that there
is permanent disruption to communal lifestyle; the local
culture and the societal structure suffer greatly.

Extreme: A massive effect on the social environment 1s
that there 1s sustained large disruption of and changes to
the lifestyle of a community leading to a reduction in
quality of life. The rating or risk assessment of impacts
may be done numerically or qualitatively. Table 6 shows
a qualitative impact assessment matrix, which was used in
this study. TIn this matrix, likelihood is plotted on the
y-axis and consequence on the x-axis. The cells of this
matrix, representing possible combinations of likelihood
and consequence give the levels of impact significance as
judged by experts. For instance, an impact adjudged to
have a low likelihood of occurrence but of great potential
consequence will have a minor sigmficance rating.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Socio-economic profile of residents of indigenous
enclaves: In the 1991 census result published by the
Nigerian National Population Commission, there was
proper  disaggregation that revealed that the
predommantly Ikwerre-speaking indigenous enclaves
accounted for 59% of the city’s population of 440, 399,
while the Okrika speaking area contributed 22%. The rest
of the population of the city comprised other Tjaw
speaking groups, other nationals and non-nationals. If we
assume that the Ikwermre-speaking and the Okrika
speaking areas still constitute the foregoing proportions

then their 2008 populations were 480, 695 and 179, 242
persons based on the projected 2008 population of Port
Harcourt (814,738 persons), assuming linear growth and
an average annual growth rate of 5%).

Figure 4 shows the age-sex distribution (for all
indigenous enclaves derived from the combined sample).
It 13 mnmediately evident that the typical pyramidal
structure (bottom-heavy distribution) that is found in
developing countries and for Nigeria-as-a-whole is
absent. Table 7 brings out the contrast between Nigeria as
a whole and the indigenous enclaves of Port Harcourt.
Thus, although the population was predominantly young
for both entities (with those aged 44 years or less
accounting for 87.9 and 82.7% for Nigeria as-a-whole and
Port Harcourt indigenes, respectively), the population of
the very young (0-19 years) was much higher for Nigeria
as a whole (55.4%) than for Port Harcourt indigenes
(39.9%).
productive age group (20-44 years) was higher among the
indigenes of Port Harcowrt (42.8%) than for Nigeria as a
whole (32.5%).

Sex and Dependency Ratios stood at 91:100 and
67:100, respectively. The corresponding figures for
Nigeria as a whole were 100:100 and 143:100. These
figures suggest that while there was a 50:50 split between

However, the population of the young

males and females in the national population (according
to the 1991 national population census), there were only
91 males for every 100 females in the Port Harcourt
indigenous population and the dependency burden for
Nigeria as a whole was much higher than for the
indigenous enclaves of Port Harcourt as at 2008.

The study found that among males, 81.5,12.5 and 6%
were employed, unemployed and retired, respectively. The
corresponding figures among females were 44.4, 8.5 and
0.3, 46.8% were full-time housewives. Among males over
one half (57%) were 1n paid employment but a significant
proportion (34.7%) reported themselves to be farmers. The
principal crops grown for subsistence were cassava, maize
and yams. Among females the modal occupation was
paid employment (34.9%) but a sizeable proportion
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Fig. 4: Percentage age-sex distribution in the mdigenous enclaves of port harcourt (Field Survey, 2008)

Table 7: Comparison of age distributions for Nigeria as a Whole and the
indigenes of port harcourt

Fig. 5. In Fig. 5 the question was “Please indicate your
level of agreement or disagreement with statements

= My neighbourhood is quiet
= My neighbourhood 1s friendly
= There 15 a lot of road traffic

Nigeria as a Indigenous enclaves .
Age-cohorts whole (20)* of port arcourt (%) (coded A-H), while
0-19 554 399
20-44 32.5 42.8
45-64 8.8 16.6
65 and above 3.5 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0

*{National population commission: population census of Nigeria, 1991)

(25.6%) was engaged in trading. Male and female literacy
levels were found to be relatively high 90.3 and 76.4% for
males and females, respectively (cf. corresponding 2005
national averages of 77.8 and 63.5% (UNESCO, 2005).
Average monthly mcome stood at N33, 995.00 (the
equivalent of about US$ 8.00 per day at current exchange
rate). No household in the sample earned less than the
national monthly minimum wage of N7, 500.

The modal house type in the enclaves was the
rooming, wagon or stretched-out type of house,
accounting for 48% of all house types. The modal walling,
roofing material and foundation type were cement blocks,
corrugated iron sheets and strip, respectively. About
55.2% of the households shared the kitchen, while 55.4%
shared the bathroom. There was total dependence on
boreholes for potable water supply and 100% use of the
water closet or pour-flush toilets for human waste
disposal; all residents reported that they tipped their
household wastes on the streets.

Respondents  were  asked to their
neighbourhoods (enclaves) by agreeing or disagreeing
with statements characterizing their neighbourhoods. For
the purpose of rating, a 5-point Likert Agreement Scale
was utilized as follows: 1. Disagree Strongly; 2. Disagree
Somewhat, 3. Neither Agree nor Disagree; 4. Agree
Somewhat; 5. Agree Strongly. The results are shown in

rate

The neighbourhood is crowded

= There are too many strangers

= The neighbourhood 1s safe (crune rate 1s low)
= The neighbourhood 1s attractive

= There is influx of commercial sex workers

T aEHgaw e
I

It 18 evident that in general, people did not rate the
quality of their neighbourhood highly for example, only
28, 7.9, 11.6 and 98% strongly agreed that their
neighbourhood was quiet that the neighbourhood was
friendly that the neighbourhood was safe (i.e., crime rate
was low) and that the neighbouwrhood was attractive,
respectively. Smmilarly, only 5.8 0, 0 and 7% strongly
disagreed that there was a lot of road traffic that the
neighbourhood was crowded that there were too many
strangers and that there was influx of commercial sex
workers.

Respondents rate the
liveability of their neighbourhoods. The question was: on
the whole would you say that this commumty is a good
place to live in? Most respondents (67.2%) thought that
their neighbourhoods were good places to live i,
however a sizeable proportion (32.8%) thought otherwise.
Asked to state three items (in order of importance) that
they desired in order to improve their neighbourhoods,
modal first, second and third mentioned items mentioned
by respondents were were police post, market and regular
electricity, respectively.

were also requested to
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Fig. 5: Evaluation of neighbourhood attributes 1 the indigenous
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Fig. 6; Feelings of household respondents about

urbanisation (Field Survey, October, 2008)

Residents feelings about urbanisation: Respondents’
feelings about urbanisation are shown in Fig. 6. It was
found that while about one half (51%) of them were either
very pleased or somewhat pleased, a sizeable proportion
(39%) were either somewhat displeased or very displeased
with the urbanisation process.

It was hypothesized that various persenality attributes
were important in determining the way people felt about
urbanization 1.e., that these attributes were related to the
feeling about urbamization. In different cross-tabulations,
the observed Chisquare values mdicated significant
relationships (p<<0.01) between marital status, age, income,
employment status and feeling about urbanisation. For
marital status and age, the relationships were reasonably
strong, Cramer’s V being 0.429 and 0.428, respectively.
The relationships were weaker for income and
employment status with Cramer’s V being 0.253 and 0.271,
respectively.

Regarding marital status:

¢ Of the married, 53% were somewhat pleased or very
pleased; 37.5% were somewhat displeased, while 9.5%
were neither pleased nor displeased

s Of the separated, 30.6% were somewhat pleased or
very pleased; 41.7% were somewhat displeased or
very displeased, while 27.8% were neither pleased nor
displeased

»  Of the never married, 57.4% were somewhat pleased or
very pleased: 40.7% were somewhat displeased or
very displeased, while 1.9% were neither pleased nor
displeased

With respect to age:

s Of those aged <40, 90.9% were neither pleased nor
displeased, while the rest (9.1%) were somewhat
displeased with urbanisation

» Of those aged between 40 and 64, 56.9% were
somewhat pleased or very pleased and 36.7% were
somewhat displeased or displeased, while 6.4% were
neither pleased nor displeased

¢+ Of those aged 65 years and above 45.5% were
somewhat displeased or displeased, while 44.6% were
somewhat pleased or pleased and 9.9% were neither
pleased nor displeased

Concerning income:

*  Amongst low mcome earners (N18,000 per month or
less), 52% were somewhat displeased and 47% were
somewhat pleased

+  Amongst middle income earners (N18,000-50,999 per
month), 31.1% were somewhat displeased, 16.6% were
uncertain, while 52.2% were somewhat pleased or
pleased

* Amongst the high mncome group (N51,000 and
above per month), 43.3% were somewhat pleased or
pleased
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Table 8: Reasons for displeasure with urbanization (percentage distribution of 1st, 2nd and 3rd mentions)

1st mention 2nd mention 3rd mention

Reasons for displeasure N % N % N %
High cost of living 24 19.2 1 0.8 0 0.0
Erosion of cultural values 6 4.8 27 221 8 71
Increase in crime rate 13 10.4 19 15.6 26 23.0
Destruction of the local 7 5.6 18 14.8 1 0.9
(indigenous) econormy

Loss of recreational space 9 7.2 8 6.6 26 23.0
Other 66 52.8 49 40.2 52 46.0
Total 125 100.0 122 100.0 113 100.0

The question was: If you are displeased, tell me in order of importance, three major reasons for y our displeasure (Field survey, october, 2008)

Table 9: Reagons for pleasure with urbanization (percentage distribution of first, second and third mentions)

1st mentions 2nd mentions 3rd mentions

Reasons for pleaasure N % N % N Y%

Development of the area 93 56.7 7 4.3 31 19.0
Cosmopolitanisation of the area 3 1.8 43 26.5 0 0.0
Great improvement in infrastructure 35 21.3 54 333 57 350
Moare economic opportunities 3 1.8 4 2.5 14 86
Greater attractiveness 2 1.2 2 1.2 8 4.9
Other 28 17.1 52 321 53 32.5
Total 164 100.0 162 100.0 163 100.0

The question was: If you are pleased, tell me in order of importance, three major reasons for y our pleasure; (Field survey, october, 2008)

Table 10: Perceived impacts of urbanization by port harcourt indigenes

Sensitivity Muodal iImpact mentioned by respondents Percentage of respondents
Social cohesion Loss of social cohesion 65.0
Culture Erosion of cultural values and norms 61.5
Traditional governance Weakening of traditional governance 61.2
Local economy Increased commercial activity 63.0
Land value Rise in land vahie 65.0
Land use pattern Confused land use pattern 100.0
Rent. Tncrease in rent 594
Building type New building forms and technology 86.7
BRuilding density Tncrease in building density 35.5
Toal population Massive increase in population 69.4
Privacy Reduction of privacy 36.4
Recreation Loss of recreational space 57.6

(Ffield survey, october, 2008)

Considering employment status:

«  Among the employed, 39.6% were displeased or
somewhat displeased, 9% were neither pleased nor
displeased, while 51.4% were somewhat pleased or
pleased

*  All the unemployed were somewhat pleased

*  All the retirees were neither pleased nor displeased

Respondents were further probed to ascertain the
reasons for displeasure or pleasure. Results are shown n
Table 8 and 9, respectively.

Amongst  first mentioned items, the modal
reagson for displeasure (excluding the other category)
was high cost of living (19.2). For second and third
mentions, the modal items were eradication of cultural
values (22. 1%) and increase in crime rate (23.0%),
respectively.

Regarding reasons for pleasure, the modal item
among first mentions was development of the area
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(56.7%). For second and third mentions, the modal item
was great improvement in infrastructure, 33.3 and 35.0%,
respectively.

Respondents’ perceptions of the impacts of urbanization:
Respondents were asked to freely express their opinions
as to the impacts of wbanization on a number of social
environmental sensitivities such as social cohesion, local
economy, rent, culture, recreation, traditional governance,
building types, building density, total population, land
use pattern and privacy. The results are shown in
Table 10. The figures show the modal items mentioned
with respect to the various social environment
sensitivities examined.

Objective assessment of the impacts of urbanization:
Table 3 shows the matrix of interactions between social
envirommental sensitivities relating to the mdigenous
enclaves and the sources effects (hazards) which are
associated with wbanisation. The shaded squares (also



Table 11: Associated and potential impacts of urbanisation in port harcourt
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Social environmental sensitivity Impacts Qualification Likelihood Consequence Impact rating
Source of effects (Hazards)
Tn-migration of non-locals Tn-migration of Negative Medium Considerable Moderate
non-locals has Indirect
aftected social Long-term
cohesion in the Irreversible
indigenous Tocal
communities Incremental
The establishment of The Negative Medium Considerable Moderate
administration (colonial establishment of Indirect
and post-colonial) colonial and post- Long-term
colonial Irreversible
administration has Local
led to disruption of Non-
social cohesion Incremental
Presence of expatriates The presence of Positive Medium Hardly Ay Negligible
expatriates in the Direct Low
past affected the Long-term
local econormy as it Trreversible
helped to introduce Local
cash crop Non-
production Incremental
Railway Positive Medium Hardly Ay Negligible
construction Direct Low
workers during Long-term
colonial times Irreversible
helped to create a Tocal
boost in the local Non-
ECONOITTY Tncremental
More recently Positive Medium Considerable
use of the railway Direct Low
for movement of Long-term
goods and people Trreversible
has helped to Local
promote the local Non-
EconoITy Incremental
Creation of port facilities The creation of Negative
port facilities Direct
limited and Long-term High Great Major
continues to limit Irreversible
access of the Local
indigenes to fishing Non-
grounds, thus Incremental
aftecting the local
€CONOoIy
The presence of Positive
non-local in- Indirect
migrants promoted Long-term Medium Considerable Moderate
and continues to Trreversible
promote local Local
econoimic Incremental
development
The presence of Positive
in-migrants has Indirect
driven up rents Long-term High Considerable Major
Irreversible
Local
Incremental
Industrialization Industrialization, Positive
an offshoot of Direct
urbanization, Long-term High Great Major
brought a new Irreversible
dimension into the Local
local econormy Incremental
stablishment of The Negative
administration establishment of Indirect
(colonial and non administration, Long-term Medium Little Minor
colonial) colonial and non Irreversible
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Social environmental sensitivity Impacts Qualification Likelihood Consequence Impact rating
colonial has had a Local
regulatory Non-
influence on the Incremental
local economy
Land take Land take has Negative
influenced the local Direct
economy, as it Long-term High Great Major
affected and Irreversible
continues to affect, Local
the farming Tncremental
practices of the
indigenes
Creation of ports facilities The creation of Negative
port facilities, one Direct
of the Long-term Medium Little Minor
paraphernalia of Irreversible
Port Harcourt’s Local
urbanization, has Non-
limited water based Incremental
recreation
Land take Land-take has Negative
limited land-based Direct
recreation Long-term Medium low Little Minor
Irreversible
Local
Non-
Incremental
Presence of The presence of Negative
expatriates expatriates has Direct
introduced alien Long-term
vahie systerns Trreversible Medium Considerable Moderate
Local
Non-
Incremental
Immigration of Non-local in- Negative
non-locals migrants have Direct
brought along their Long-term
own value systems Irreversible Medium Considerable Moderate
and norms Local
Non-
Incremental
Establishment of Establishrment Negative
administration of administration Direct
(colonial and {colonial and non- Long-term
non-colonial) colonial) has Irreversible
aftected the culture Local
of the people, Non- Medium Considerable Moderate
especially in the Incremental
area of traditional
governance
Presence of The presence of Positive
expatriates expatriates has led Direct
to the introduction Long-term
of alien building Irreversible
styles and Tocal High Considerable Major
technologies Non-
Incremental
Improvement of The process of Negative
other improvement of Direct
infrastructure infrastructure has Long-term
also affected Trreversible
building which are Local
part of physical Non- Medium Little Minor
infrastructure Inremental
Industrialization Industrialization Positive
has also introduced Direct
new industrial Long-term
building types Irreversible
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Social environmental sensitivity Impacts Qualification Likelihood Consequence Impact rating
Local Medium Little Minor
Incremental
Total population
Presence of The presence of Negative
expatriates expatriates has Direct
helped to increase Long-term
the tatal population Trreversible
Local High Great Major
Incremental
Tmmigration of Tn-migration of Negative
non-locals non locals leads to Direct
higher occupation Long-term
densities Trreversible
Local High Great Major
Incremental
Immigration of In-migration of positive
non-locals non locals leads to Indirect
higher habitation long-term
densities Trreversible
local Medium Great Major
Incremental
Lank take Acquisition of positive
indigenous lands direct
for development long-term
purposes leads to Trreversible
higher building local High Great Major
densities on Incremental
available land
Presence of The presence of negative
expatriates expatriates has left Direct
an indelible Long-term
imprint on the land Irreversible
use pattern of Port Local
Harcourt, as shown Non-
by the early Incremental
designation of High Great Major
government Reservation
Areas for Europeans,
segregated from the
native town
Presence of The railway has Negative
railway led to land Direct
acquisition for Long-term
railway sidings in Trreversible
the town centre Local Medium low Little Minor
and land for the Non-
construction of Incremental
residential quarters
Creation of port The poit has Negative
facilities given rise to land Direct
acquisition for Long-term
warehousing Irreversible Medium Considerable Moderate
offices and other Local
port-related Non-
facilities Incremental
Improvement of The Negative
other improvement of Tndirect
infrastructure infrastructure, Long-term
especially educational Trreversible
facilities, and the Local
establishment of Incremental
the local airport Medium Considerable Moderate
(now air force base) has
altered the overall land
use pattern of the area
Industrialization Industrialization has Negative
helped to change Direct
the land use pattern, Long-term
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Social environmental sensitivity Impacts Qualification Likelihood Consequence Impact rating
with industries Irreversible
accounting for up Tocal
to 1,000 acres of Incremental High Great Major
urban land
Land take land-take for Negative
variols purposes Direct
has led to change in Long-term High Great Major
the overall land-use Trreversible
pattern from Local
predominantly Tncremental
residential and
fallow land to a
variegated pattemn
Presence of The presence of Negative
expatriates expatriates Europ eans Indirect
has led to the Long-term
invasion of the Reversible Low Little Negligible
privacy of Tocal
locals Incremental
Presence of The railway has Negative
railway encroached on Direct
indigenous lands Long-term
and noise from the Irreversible High Considerable Major
locomotive disturbs Local
the privacy of the Incremental
indigenes
Establishment of The establishment Negative
administration of modem Indirect
(colonial and governarnce is an Long-term
non-colonial) intrugion into Reversible
the privacy of the Local
indigenes Non-incrermental Medium low Considerable Minor
Improvement of Development of Negative
other infrastructure has Indirect
infrastructure affected the value Long-term
of indigenous lands Trreversible
Local Medium Considerable Moderate
Incremental
Industrialization values of Negative
indigenous lands Tndirect
been affected in the Long-term
vicinity of the Irreversible
major industrial Tocal Medium Considerable Moderate
area Incremental

numbered from 1-32) are mteraction pomts that yielded
one or more actual or potential impacts. Table 11 presents
a description, qualification and rating of the identified
impacts.

The results show that, regarding mdigenes feelings
about urbamization, only small proportions of the
respondents lie at the extremities of the pleasure
displeasure Likert scale (3% being very pleased and 3%
very displeased). More people (48%) were somewhat
pleased than somewhat displeased (36%). It is not
surprising that a higher proportion of respondents
answered in the affirmative because urbanization in Port
Harcourt in many ways, translates to modernization and
umprovement i socio-econemic conditions. However, the
process may be construed as a rose that has its thorns.
Dissatisfaction stems from those thorns: high cost of
living; increase in crime rate; loss of recreational space;
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destruction of the local/indigenous economy and erosion
of cultural values (in that order of importance, with
reference to first-mentioned causes of dissatisfaction
(Table g).

There 15 considerable agreement between residents
percetved urbanmization ills and negative impacts 1dentified
by experts. Furthermore, it would appear that urbanization
is differentially impacting sub-groups of the indigenous
population. For mstance on the one hand, higher
proportions of the single, middle-aged (40-64 years),
medium income earners (#18,000-50,999 per month) to
high income earners (#51,000 per month or more) and the
employed were pleased with urbamzation. The single are
predominantly younger more mobile, optimistic and
adventurous and therefore, possibly see urbanization as
posing new challenges and creating new opportunities. In
the same vein the employed and fairly well-to-do may see



The Soc. Sci., 5 (3): 172-186, 2010

urbanization as creating avenues for wealth creation and
achieving an improved quality of life, consistent with the
rest of the civilized werld. On the other hand, it 1s the
elderly who are most displeased about the urbamzation
process. As one of the weakest and most vulnerable
groups in the society, there is no doubt that they have
had to bear the brunt of the worst impacts of urbamization.
This group is probably still nostalgic about the past,
when people were free to farm and fish where they
desired; society was less complex, tradition controlled
everyday life and cut-throat competition and crime were
minimal. Retirees were rather indifferent about the merits
and demerits of wrbanization having been perhaps,
equally affected by both the positive and negative
aspects of urbamzation.

CONCLUSION

Aged about 90 years, Port Harcourt 1s a young city
by world standards. However, during its relatively short
life span, wbanization has been rapid in the process
engulfing and forcibly transforming the way of life of the
indigenous commumnities that predate the British colomial
admimstration that founded the city.

There is no doubt that urbanization has so far had
both positive and negative impacts. The positive impacts
mclude: development of the area;
cosmopolitanisation, great Lmprovements
infrastructure; creation of economic opportunities and

overall
n

improvements in aesthetics, while the negative impacts
meclude: high cost of living; erosion of cultural values;
mncrease 1 crime rate; destruction of the local
(indigenous) economy; loss of farmland, fishing grounds
and recreational space. There 13 considerable
concordance between perceptions of indigenes and
assessments by experts regarding positive and negative
aspects of urbanization. Urbanization appears to be
differentially impacting various segments of the
mndigenous population (the single, married, lngh, medium
and low income eamers, the young; old, the employed
and unemployed with the elderly being the hardest hit.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of measures are put forward to mitigate
some of the most serious (Moderate and Major) impacts
of the urbanmization process: Traditional indigenous
economic pursuits such as farming and fishing have been
largely extinguished; therefore, it is suggested that
Government should institute an effective micro-credit
loans scheme to aid the occupational readjustment of the
mndigenes (especially the young) and mstitute welfare
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programmes for the elderly in order to raise their presently
depressed quality of life. Land take, one of the correlates
of urbamzation, has confined indigenes to rapidly
diminishing space. Loss of traditional recreational space
(e.g., village squares and playgrounds), means that
government needs to re-plan some parts of the
indigenous enclaves and designate open spaces and
recreational grounds for the healthy development of
indigenous children and adults.

Loss of traditional occupations leads to abject
poverty which has therefore, eroded the ability of
indigenes to improve their dilapidated housing stock.
Government, especially at the local level should assist
indigenous communities with improvement grants to
upgrade the housing stock to bring it in line with the
modern standards now specified by physical plamming
authorities.

Indigenous communities have had to sacrifice land
for educational institutions and other forms of
infrastructure (e.g., the large space being utilized by the
Rivers State University of Science and Technology). In
order to assuage the wounded feelings of indigenes for
the loss of what they consider prime farmland, they
should have fixed admission quotas at the university and
other tertiary, secondary and primary institutions (i.e.,
should enjoy a sort of positive discrimination or
affirmative action) to ensure that they receive the
education required for them to compete favourably with
the usually more aggressive in-migrants for scarce paid
employment in both the private and public sectors.

Indigenes should be appomted/elected to key
positions m the urban governance of Port Harcourt to
guarantee that their interests are well-represented to
remove the sense of alienation that will otherwise ensue.
Although, indigenes occupy the 20 councillorship
positions; 16 lkwerre and 4 Okrika for the 20 wards in the
city’s municipal administration and the mayoral position
has consistently gone to the dominant llkwerre, there is no
tangible evidence that their actions are leading to
improvements i the levels of living of their peoples. It 1s
therefore suggested that local government should
institute serious welfare programmes to improve the lot of
the deprived ordmmary indigenes.

Efforts ought to be made to preserve the way of life
of the people through government encouragement of their
cultural activities, e.g., use of indigenous languages in
schools, promotion of traditional recreational activities
(e.g., wrestling masquerading and dancing) and
empowering the Council on Arts and Culture.

Government should undertake massive urban
renewal schemes to bring indigenous enclaves (currently
the most derelict parts of the city) at par with the rest of
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the growing municipality, thereby reducing overcrowding
(tugh building densities and high room occupancy rates)
and aclieving overall infrastructire and samtary
unprovement. Whenever government lays out land for
residential development in the municipality, some
proportion of it should be earmarked for indigenes. This
will extinguish the perception that land is acquired from
mndigenes (using Land Use Act 1978 powers) after token
compensation only to be transferred to aliens people of
other ethmic/linguistic groups or oven nationalities who
may thereby be exploiting the weakness of the indigenes.
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